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Abstract. On the occasion of ten years from the foundation, activities of Scientific Society 
“Isaac Newton” and of “Yugoslavia Branch” of the Isaac Newton Institute of Chile in 
Eastern Europe and Eurasia are reviewed. 

 
Ten years ago, on 11th April 2002, the director of the Astronomical Observato-

ry and the Director and Founder of the International Astronomical Institute "Isaac 
Newton" from Chile, Gonzalo Alcaino, signed an agreement on establishment of a 
Branch of this Institute in Yugoslavia (Fig. 1). The circumstances leading up to it 
are presented in detail in the journal “Vasiona” (Universe - Dimitrijevic, 2002). 
The initial years of the Branch (2002-2004), are described in the article 
Dimitrijević et al. (2005).  

Associates of the Branch "Yugoslavia", which founded it, were: Edi Bon, 
Srdjan Z. Bukvić, Zorica Cvetković, Miodrag Dačić, Milan S. Dimitrijević 
(Branch Director), Stevan. Djeniže, Gojko R. Djurašević, Sanja R. Erkapić, Lju-
binko M. Ignjatović, Predrag Jovanović, Aleksandar Dj. Kubičela, Anatolij A. 
Mihajlov, Vladimir Milosavljević, Nenad Milovanović, Slobodan Ninković, Dra-
gomir Olević, Luka Č. Popović, Srdjan S. Samurović, Zoran Simić, Aleksandar 
Srećković, Nataša M. Stanic and Dragana Tankosic. They were later joined by: 
Dejan Urošević (second session of the Assembly – 30th January 2003), Dragan 
Ilić, Andjelka Kovačević, Jelena Kovačević, Nataša Gavrilović (fourth session of 
the Assembly on March 5th, 2007), Darko Jevremović (sixth session of the As-
sembly on 16th July 2008). In 2009, Marko Stalevski was admitted and on 17th 
November, on the eighth session of the Assembly, Sonja Vidojević, so that, at 1 
February 2012, Branch has 29 members. 

The first, constitutive meeting was held at the Astronomical Observatory on 8th 
May 2002. On it is confirmed and adopted the earlier signed agreement, establish-
ing the Branch, and Jovan Grujić photographed participants, according to the wish 
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Figure 1: The agreement between Belgrade Astronomical Observatory and 
Isaac Newton Institute of Chile on establishment of the Branch of this Insti-
tute in Yugoslavia. 

 



TEN YEARS OF THE SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY “ISAAC NEWTON” AND OF “YUGOSLAVIA” BRANCH OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL ASTRONOMICAL INSTITUTE ISAAC NEWTON OF CHILE 

 

175 
 

 . 
 

of Gonzalo Alcaino, who wanted to publish a picture of the members of the 
Branch in the publication of the Institute (***, no year, a copy in the library of 
Matica Srpska within the legacy of M. S. Dimitrijevic). Two images were selected 
and one published in the said publication and the other is here as Fig. 2.  
The second meeting was convened for the 25th July (see Fig. 3). Item 3 in the invi-
tation, organizational issues, has been turned into the founding assembly of the as-
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sociation of citizens: the Scientific Society "Isaac Newton." The meeting adopted 
the statute, and for the President of the Managing Board and for director of the 
Branch was elected Milan. Dimitrijević, for his deputy Stevan Djeniže, for the 
secretary Miodrag Dačić. In the Managing Board has been elected also Luka Č. 
Popović and Anatolij A. Mihajlov, and in the Supervisory Board Gojko 
Djurašević, Aleksandar Srećković and Zorica Cvetković.  

In the Register of associations, social organizations and political organizations, 
led by the Federal Ministry of Justice, the Society was included on the 4th Septem-
ber 2002. It is interesting that the Society has received a copy of the decision that 
differ from original (Fig. 7), to which we draw attention to future researchers. In 
the decision, signed by the Minister Savo Marković, is written that the Society 
"was included in the registry list no. 1645 under the number 4352, and on the 
copy, signed for the Minister by (illegible) is: "in the registratry list no. 1642 un-
der the number 4344”. 
 

 
 
Figure 3: Call for the second meeting of the Yugoslav Branch of the Institute 
Isaac Newton. 
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Figure 4: Invitation to the lecture of Gonzalo Alcaino. 

 
It should be noted that the Society, on the third General Assembly, held on 30th 

April 2003, proposed Dimitrijević for a corresponding member of SASA, and also 
on the seventh General Assembly, held on 10th May 2009. Luka Č. Popović pro-
posed (acts no. 5 and 6/08 of 07.16.2008), that the Society initiates the process for 
awarding the title of scientist emeritus for M. S. Dimitrijević and A. A. Mihajlov. 
Both proposals were addopted at the 6 General Assembly, held on 16th July 2008. 

The National Council for Science, elected M. S. Dimitrijević for scientist eme-
ritus. According to the new law on associations, the Company has registered on 5th 
August 2011, in the Agency for Business Registers (Fig. 8).  

By 1st January 2012, Branch Associates have published 76 papers in Astrono-
my and Astrophysics, Astrophysical Journal (including Letters and Supplement 
Series), Astronomical Journal and the Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical 
Society, and their list is presented here. 

At the beginning, Alcaino published annual report of the Isaac Newton Insti-
tute of Chile (***, 2003, 2004, Alcaino, 2003, 2004, 2005), where was also the 
report on the scientific work of the Branch.  
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Figure 5: The decision on foundation of the Scientific society „Isaac Newton“. 
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Figure 6: Visit of Alcaino to the Astronomical Observatory on 9th September 
2002: Aleksandar Kubičela, Milan S. Dimitrijević, Zorica Cvetković, Gonzalo Al-
caino. 

 
Following ten years of work, we can conclude that the great merit of Gonzalo 

Alcaino is that he assembled the most creative scientists in Serbia working in as 
tronomy, supported and helped their work and stimulated them to publish in most 
prestigious international journals. If one looks at the list of publications, given be-
low, one can see that the Branch “Yugoslavia” of the Isaac Newton Institute of 
Chile, created and supported by Gonzalo Alcaino, is scientifically the most pro-
ductive astronomical institution in Serbia which gave a significant contribution to 
this Science, and has the richest list of scientific results in Astronomy in Serbia.  
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Figure 8: The decision on the registration of Scientific Society "Isaac Newton" in 
the Register of Associations. 
 

PUBLISHED SCIENTIFIC WORKS OF ASSOCIATES OF THE 
SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY „ISAAC NEWTON“ 

 
 1. Djeniže S., Srecković A., Jelisavčić M., Bukvić S.: 2002, „Experimental Stark 

widths and shifts in the triply ionized Sulphur spectrum", Astronomy and As-
trophysics, 389, 1086-1089. 

2. Popović L. Č., Mediavilla E. G., Kubičela, A., Jovanović, P.: 2002, "Balmer 
lines emission region in NGC 3516: Kinematical and physical properties" As-
tronomy and Astrophysics, 390, 473-480. 

3. Milosavljević V., Djeniže S.: 2002, “Ion contribution to the astrophysical im-
portant 447.15, 587.6 and 667.82 nm He I spectral lines broadening", Astron-
omy and Astrophysics, 393, 721-726. 

4. Djeniže, S., Dimitrijević, M. S., Srećković, A., Bukvić, S.: 2002, "Stark shifts 
and transition probabilities in Si III and Si IV spectra", Astronomy and Astro-
physics, 396, 331-336. 
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5. Milosavljević, V., Djeniže, S.: 2003, "Ion contribution to the prominent NeI, 
ArI and KrI spectral lines broadening", Astronomy and Astrophysics, 398, 
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7. Tankosić, D. Popović, L. Č., Dimitrijević, M. S.: 2003, "The electron-impact 
broadening parameters for Co III spectral lines", Astronomy and Astrophysics, 
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XXIII. Be III", Astronomy and Astrophysics, 400, 791-793. 
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atoms in low-temperature layers of M type red dwarf atmospheres", Astrono-
my and Astrophysics, 403, 787-791. 
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